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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at the
Royal Palm Visitors Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Representa-
tives Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, C.
W. Bill Young, chairman, Committee on Appro-
priations, and E. Clay Shaw, Jr., chairman, Ways
and Means Social Security Subcommittee; Jerry
Belson, regional director, southeastern region,
National Park Service; Maureen Finnerty, super-
intendent, and Lawrence A. Belli, deputy super-
intendent, Everglades National Park. The Presi-
dent also referred to Title VI, Section 601—Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, part of
Public Law 106–541, the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2000.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Hispanic Leaders and an Exchange
With Reporters in Miami, Florida
June 4, 2001

The President. It’s been my honor to ad-
dress community leaders from many nations
in our hemisphere. Miami is the international
capital of South America and Central Amer-
ica. It’s one of the most vibrant cities in our
Nation, and another reason why it’s so cul-
turally rich.

We had a wide-ranging discussion about
different countries in our hemisphere. But
I started off with a discussion about this ad-
ministration’s firm commitment to making
sure our own neighborhood is free and
democratic and trades—actively trades, so
that we can promote wealth throughout the
hemisphere. The best foreign policy for this
country begins with having a neighborhood
that’s peaceful and free and secure and pros-
perous.

And I was able to share with the leaders
here how pleased I was that the Summit of
the Americas went well, particularly the em-
brace—the fact that 34 democratically elect-
ed leaders from our hemisphere, all but one
nation, was represented there.

We had a great discussion, and it’s so im-
portant for the President of the United States
to sit at the same table with the leaders of
this hemisphere. And they were—in our
meetings where we were able just to sit
around without a lot of people watching; we
were able to have a free discussion. And
they—I was able to explain our vision; they
were able to share their problems. And many

times, this great Nation of ours would be will-
ing to help as much as we possibly can.

I am confident and optimistic that our
hemisphere is going to be more free and
more prosperous than it’s ever been. As
we’ve discussed here, there are some prob-
lem areas, but that’s what—that’s what we
need to do. We need to discuss the problem
areas and come together to figure out ways
to solve them.

Anyway, I’m so thankful and so gracious—
I’m gracious that my brother Jeb is con-
cerned about the hemisphere, as well. I’m
thankful that Mel Martinez, a product of the
State of Florida, has agreed to see the Cabi-
net. I’m also thankful that these two people
from the United States Congress, two great
leaders, are—[applause].

Thank you for coming.

Cuba
Q. [Inaudible].
The President. Yes, we’ll talk about Cuba

again, of course.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. at the
Omni Colonnade Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a Tax Relief Celebration
in Tampa, Florida
June 4, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much.
It is good to be back in the Tampa area. I
remember the last time I was here was right
around the corner, at the stadium. Many of
you were there. Thanks for coming then, and
thanks for coming now.

I appreciate my brother giving me credit
for the rain, but the truth of the matter is,
the current Governor and the future Gov-
ernor gets credit for the rain, Jeb Bush. He’s
not only a great brother; he’s a great Gov-
ernor. He’s the kind of fellow who does in
office what he said he’s going to do. We need
more of that kind of talk in politics.

I’m honored to be traveling today with the
Secretary of HUD, Mel Martinez, from the
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great State of Florida. Thank you, Mr. Sec-
retary. We’re here with members of the con-
gressional delegation; Congressmen Davis,
Miller, Young, and Putnam. And I want you
all to give a huge round of applause for those
Congressmen who were bold enough to vote
for you to have a tax cut. [Applause]

They did the right thing. They listened to
the people. They heard the people speak
loud and clear. And when that bill came up
in front of the Congress, some of the mem-
bers from this congressional delegation didn’t
blink; they did the right thing. I’m honored
to be here, as well, with Speaker Feeney and
Senator McKay from the State House, hard-
working members of the Florida delegation
at the State House.

I want to thank my friends, the Bellamy
Brothers, for being here. It’s good to see you
all again. I want to thank my friend George
Steinbrenner, as well, for opening up this
beautiful park.

A year ago, tax relief was supposed to be
a political impossibility. Six months ago, it
was supposed to be a political liability. Today,
folks, tax relief is reality. I have the honor
of signing the largest tax relief bill in 20 years.

It’s thanks to the American people that
we’re going to have meaningful tax relief. It’s
thanks to the thousands of hard-working
Americans who made it clear at the ballot
box, through phone calls, through e-mails,
through letting everybody who is elected
know that once we meet our needs at Wash-
ington, DC, it’s important to always remem-
ber whose money we’re spending. That sur-
plus is not the Government’s money. That
surplus is the people’s money. And in a cou-
ple of weeks, we’re going to start sending
checks back to the American people.

This year, if you’re single, you get a $300
check. If you’re raising a family, you get a
$600 check in the mail. Every taxpayer in
America who wrote a check to the Govern-
ment is going to start getting money back
this year, as soon as possible. But that’s just
the beginning. That’s just the beginning.

We’re also going to cut all rates. You re-
member over the course of the campaign,
ours was a campaign that made it clear we’re
going to be fair to the American people, that
we didn’t believe in the Washington talk
about targeted tax cuts, that we felt that a

targeted tax cut meant folks in Washington
got to decide who won and who didn’t win,
that the best tax policy—the best tax relief
policy was to say, if you pay taxes, you get
relief, everybody who pays taxes in America.

All rates will be cut. Everybody who pays
taxes is going to get not only tax relief this
year but tax relief in the coming years. Dur-
ing the course of the campaign, we said how
unfair the marriage penalty was. The mar-
riage penalty is unfair, and we eased the pen-
alty of marriage in the Tax Code coming
down the road.

During the course of the campaign, I
heard from hundreds of small-business own-
ers and farmers and ranchers, who said loud
and clear, ‘‘We’re sick and tired of having
our assets taxed twice,’’ who said loud and
clear, ‘‘The death tax is unfair.’’ Under the
bill I’m going to sign this week, we finally
eliminate the death tax in the American Tax
Code.

Tax relief is the right thing to do. It’s an
answer to a prayer, such as this one: ‘‘Lead
us not into temptation.’’ The big surplus ac-
cumulating in Washington was one great
temptation for the spenders. And once we
met basic needs, with a reasonable growth
in our budget, instead of increasing the size
of your Federal Government, what we de-
cided to do was to put faith in the American
people. We would rather have you spend the
money.

It’s a fundamental difference of opinion.
For those that voted against tax relief, they
basically said to America, ‘‘We can spend
your money better than you can.’’

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. It’s just a philosophical

difference of opinion. But one of the things
that’s loud and clear in this campaign is there
is a group of folks in Washington who now
understand where the power of this country
is; it’s with the people.

This bill is more than just tax relief. It is
more than just preventing Washington from
growing the size of Government. This bill re-
flects a philosophy that says, we trust the
American people more than we trust Gov-
ernment. It’s a philosophy represented in the
hundreds of tax families that I had the oppor-
tunity of campaigning with all across the
country.
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One such family is here with us today, the
Fuller family: Stephen Fuller, Quita Fuller,
Andrew, and Anna Fuller. They’re folks from
this part of the world. He’s a business man-
ager. He’s a hard-working man and so is she.
They’re deeply concerned about their family
and their family’s future.

This family will save $1,925 when the tax
relief plan is fully phased in. They will re-
ceive an $800 check this year because the
child credit kicks in immediately and in-
creases to $1,000 per child.

And here’s what the issue is about, folks.
It’s about, do you want the Fullers spending
that $1,900, or do you want the Federal Gov-
ernment?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. The people who stood on

the side of tax relief understand we met our
Nation’s needs. But when it came down to
it, with their aye vote they said, ‘‘We trust
the Fullers to spend that $1,900. It’s their
money to begin with.’’ We think they can bet-
ter allocate that money than the Federal
Government. We think they know how best
to save for their children. We think they
know how best to set aside money to make
sure their family has got a safe and secure
future. No, this tax relief bill is a victory for
the American people.

There’s a new attitude beginning to de-
velop in Washington. This wasn’t just a Re-
publican bill. There were some wise Demo-
crats that came along, too. And this coming
Thursday, when I sit there at the White
House and sign the bill, I’ll be praising not
only the Republicans who helped, but I’ll be
praising those Democrats who helped, as
well. There’s a new spirit in Washington, DC.
There’s a spirit of accomplishment. There’s
a spirit that says we can show the American
people that it’s possible to get positive things
done. And we’re just beginning.

We’re working on an education bill that
sets high standards for every child in Amer-
ica, a bill that trusts local people to run the
schools, a bill that believes in accountability
and results, a bill that says loud and clear,
no child will be left behind in America.

We’re strengthening the military. We will
boost the pay for those who wear the uni-
form. We will improve the housing, we will
improve the health benefits. And we will

have a clear mission, which is to be trained
well enough to fight and win war and, there-
fore, prevent war from happening in the first
place.

Ours is the first administration in a long
time that has laid out a vision for a secure
energy policy for America. It talks about the
need to conserve and to use technologies to
bring more efficiencies to the use of energy.
But it also talks about a realistic, common-
sense way to protect our environment and,
at the same time, bring new energy supplies,
so consumers will be able to have safe and
secure and reliable energy sources.

Ours is an administration that talks about
Medicare and Social Security reform. No,
there’s a new spirit of accomplishment in
Washington, DC, and there’s a bigger task
at hand, as well.

It’s one thing to pass legislation, and that’s
going to be important. But there’s a larger
calling for this country. Our Nation must
come together to unite, to usher in what I
call an era of personal responsibility, an era
in our country where each of us who is fortu-
nate enough to be a mom or a dad tells our
children on a daily basis, ‘‘We love you with
all our heart;’’ an era in our country where
if you’re fortunate, you turn to a neighbor
and say to a neighbor in need, ‘‘What can
I do to help, brother? What can I do to
help?’’ We must rally the great faith of Amer-
ica and the faith-based institutions across this
land to provide help and care and comfort
to people in need.

In order to usher in a period of responsi-
bility, it requires all of us who are in positions
of responsibility to understand the awesome
responsibility we bear. It is my high honor
to be the President of the greatest land on
the face of the Earth. I take this responsi-
bility very seriously. I understand people
watch the office, and I can promise you, I
will not let you down.

We are just beginning to show the Amer-
ican people what’s possible. And we’re just
beginning to help work with you, the moms
and dads and hard-working honest citizens,
to change our culture in America, so that this
great land holds out its promise for every sin-
gle citizen, so people aren’t left behind, so
we’re united with a common purpose of one
land, indivisible, under God.
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Thank you all for coming. God bless. It’s
my honor.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. at Leg-
ends Field. In his remarks, he referred to State
Representative Tom Feeney; State Senator John
M. McKay; country/western singers David and
Howard Bellamy; and George Steinbrenner III,
principal owner, New York Yankees.

Remarks to Habitat for Humanity
Supporters in Tampa
June 5, 2001

Thank you very much. Mel, thank you very
much. I’m so honored Mel agreed to become
the Cabinet Secretary of HUD. He brings
a fresh look and a true spirit of compassion
to the job—plus, he’s a Floridian. [Laughter]
He’s going to make a big difference.

It’s great to be here with the Lieutenant
Governor. Tell Governor Bush, I hope he
slept in well. [Laughter] Here the rest of us
are out working for a better Florida and a
better America. [Laughter]

I’m so honored to be here with members
of the congressional delegation: Davis,
Miller, Putnam, and Young. Thank you, Con-
gressmen, for being here, and I look forward
to flying back to Washington with you today.

Millard, it is an honor to be here with you.
I talk about soldiers and the armies of com-
passion; Millard is the general, and Corporal
Bush reported for duty today. [Laughter] I
did run into Sergeant Doris Meyer. [Laugh-
ter] I can barely lift my arm. [Laughter] What
a great, great honor it was to be here with
Roger and the leadership of Habitat for this
part of the State and all the volunteers, peo-
ple who work hard, sweat hard, and end up
the day with a beautiful smile on your face.

I really wish I could spend more time
building. It is one of these moments of life
where you realize there is something greater
than yourself in life, and that you get the
joy of helping somebody help themselves.

Johana, thank you and your family for al-
lowing for this invasion of your privacy. But
it is important for America to see the fact
that, one, you’ll own a home, and two, that
you’re willing to work for it. And as impor-
tantly, there are hundreds of other Ameri-
cans who are willing to stand side by side

with you so that you can enjoy one of the
great benefits of America—owning your own
property, having a piece of the future of
America—so that your future and the future
of your ninos is very hopeful. And that’s what
America is about. This is the land of hope
and promise and opportunity. And as impor-
tantly, it is a land of compassionate people.

I like to tell people that I wish I knew
the law that I could sign that would make
people love one another. That’s not the Gov-
ernment; that comes from something much
greater than people, as you all know. This
is a land of faith and compassion. It is a land
of thousands and hundreds of people who
ask the question when they wake up, what
can I do to love my neighbor? That is not
a Government function. That doesn’t happen
because of Government, and you and I know
that. And that’s why it is so important for
our Nation to recognize the promise and
power of faith in America. And that’s why
our Government should not fear working
side by side with faith-based organizations.
Quite the opposite: We ought to fund faith-
based organizations so that they can do their
duty and love and compassion.

Oh, there are some in our society who are
skeptical about funding faith. I hear it all the
time in the Halls of Congress, ‘‘We can’t fund
faith-based organizations.’’ If that’s the case,
are they willing to eliminate the line item
for programs such as Habitat for Humanity
in the budget? I say they shouldn’t. As a mat-
ter of fact, I’m submitting a budget next year
that triples the amount of money available
for programs such as Habitat for Humanity.
Should we eliminate college scholarships
where a child can go to a faith-based univer-
sity? Should we say Medicaid or Medicare
recipients can’t take their Federal money to
a religious hospital?

To the skeptics of faith in our society, I
say, come to Habitat Humanity building
sites—listen to the opening prayer, so elo-
quently delivered today by a fellow Meth-
odist—listen to the words that are said, that
inspire people to take an extra step to help
a neighbor in need.

No, those who worry about faith in our
society and Government’s willingness to
stand side by side with faith, don’t under-
stand the power of faith and the promise of
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